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I am tremendously honored 
to speak to you from this 
tribune of world folklore. 
Today we are witnessing a 
h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  f o r 
wor ldwide  fo lk lore .  The 
General Assembly has decided 
t h e  co o rd i n at i o n  o f  t h e 
cultural-folk life for the next 
four years. Today we have 
witnessed the consecration of 
the I .G.F.  World Folklore 
Union. 65 years elapsed from 
the creation of I.G.F. by the two 
great Folklore Federations: 
from France and Italy. Little by 
l i t t l e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

think that we should not go 
round or hide behind the crisis. 
What we do by our music and 
dancing may precisely mean 
an extraction from the empire 
o f  m o n ey.  G o o d  h u m o r, 
friendship, hope are elements 
that each and every federation 
furthers one way or another. 
That is why I think that the new 
management team has got an 
important part in the years to 
come. That is the reason why I 
w i s h  t h at  t h e  p o s i t i o n s 
obtained today should not 
remain only some names put 
down on a sheet of paper. It is 

federations increased. We are 
now glad to have more than 50 
federations all over the world. 
Not all of them fully deploy 
activities, it's true. That is why 
it is up to us to mobilize them 
and to make them aware that 
being part of the large I.G.F. 
family is a real pride. No one 
may be kept by force, but once 
accepted within I.G.F. they 
ought to comply with our 
Charter and activities. Each 
country has its own problems 
a n d  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e 
f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  a l m o s t 
everywhere. Nonetheless I 
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m a n d a t o r y  f o r  a l l  o u r 
colleagues to get involved in 
I.G.F.'s activity. The Board will 
have additional tasks, which is 
to arrange the two business 
meetings on a yearly basis. As 
of now we decide that each 
Board member has to arrange 
at least one meeting in the 
c o u n t r y  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e 
represents. In order to work as 
o p e n l y  a n d  b r o a d l y  a s 
possible, I'd like to specify that 
any colleague that is an I.G.F. 
member may take part in the 
Board meetings.

In the years to come we will 
have to pay greater attention 
to our events. We live in a 
superior stage of life, therefore 
the conditions offered to the 
artists must be at the same 
level. We must not organize an 
international meeting for the 
mere sake of ticking it. Each 

federation chairman and much 
more the I.G.F. Board members 
m u st  c h e c k  u p  h o w  t h e 
Festivals in his or her country 
are prepared and take place 
and if the conditions are not 
compliant, he or she must 
inform his or her colleagues 
thereupon or rectify them. In 
f a c t ,  w e  w i l l  a p p o i n t  a 
colleague at each event of 
ours, who will inform the 
Board in writing about each 
and every festival. I very much 
wish to have at our seat a clear 
account as to the events of 
each country. That is why I 
kindly ask all our colleagues to 
advise the secretary general 
and the deputy secretary 
general on the ample events 
that they intend to organize in 
2016.

Dear colleagues, we will 
carry on bringing out the I.G.F. 

Magazine on a yearly basis, so I 
invite you to send me as many 
informative deliverables as 
possible. It is a way to render 
us better known.

Furthermore, our website, 
www.igfunion.eu, is active, so 
is the Facebook page - I.G.F. 
Folklore Mondiale. I invite you 
all to refer to them at least 
every week and to create 
y o u r s e l v e s  a  F a c e b o o k 
account, in order to be able to 
communicate the fastest.

We will continue our event 
entitled 'I.G.F. Folk Caravan', 
which had a tremendous 
success, and I am persuaded 
that it will be appreciated in 
the future, too. I take this 
opportunity to ask all our 
colleagues to make efforts to 
arrange these shows in central 
t o w n s  o r  c i t i e s ,  n o t  o n 
mountain peaks, which are 
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very difficult to reach even by 
couch. In the previous editions 
we had both excellent towns or 
cities and also places where we 
don't wish to get anymore. 
T h a t  i s  w h y  I  r e q u e s t 
involvement from the part of 
all the colleagues, in order to 
check up our events in due 
time.

The proposition of the 
deputy chairman, Nicolas 
C h a r l é t y,  t o  c r e a t e  a n 
Internat iona l  Mus ic  and 
Dancing Academy and an I.G.F. 
tourism-folklore map seems to 
me extremely interesting and 
useful. I therefore ask all our 
colleagues to get involved in 
putting into practice these 
goals.

A crucial task, both for the 
Board members and for each 
I.G.F. member, will be the 
development of European 
projects. I therefore invite you 
and ask you to get involved 
therein. I think that at the 
moment we are the most 
powerful folk organization and 
the European cultural funds 
are multiple. I will therefore be 
expecting a specific measure 
scheme, directly from the 
deputy chairmen and from the 
scientific commission, in order 
to develop such projects.

Each I.G.F. vice-chairman 
will draw up a list of the 
national Federations that will 
become directly subordinated 
to them, which will enable him 
or her to have a clear account 
of the in-house and external 
activities that they deploy. At 

I.G.F.'s umbrella and they shall 
report their findings to the 
vice-chairmen and to the 
Board.

The Scientific Commission 
and the Artistic Commission 
shall draw up their own annual 
work schedule endorsed by 
the chairman and they shall 
collaborate with all the Board 
members for putting it into 
practice. Additionally, on a 
quarterly basis they shall 
inform the deputy chairmen 
on their activity (in written 
form).

The few aspects that I 
wished to set out above 
represent, as a whole, a work 
schedule for this legislature. As 
you must have noticed, I want 
us  to  get  r id  o f  chaot ic 
enterpr ises  and to  work 
scientifically, according to 
plans, as it seems fit for a world 
organization. I am persuaded 
that if we follow these goals 
and if everyone does their job 
where they carry out their 
activity, we will reach our 
targets.

Dear colleagues, you can 
rest assured that you will have 
the respect and the friendship 
of the one that you have 
elected I.G.F.'s chairman today. 
Our work and efficiency will be 
judged in time, but I am sure 
that today we have laid an 
i m p o r t a n t  b r i c k  a t  t h e 
foundation of the beauty of 
world folk culture, for the hope 
to have peace, faith and love all 
over the world.

each Board meeting he or she 
will advise us on the on-site 
situations.

The secretary general and 
the deputy secretary general 
shall keep the record of all the 
meetings, the minutes being to 
be drawn up in the three 
languages: English, French and 
Italian.

The information shall be 
s e n t  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n ' s 
counsellors each week or 
depending on the novelties, in 
order to be published.

The treasurer  and h is 
deputy shal l  draw up an 
updated list and shall proceed 
to checking the bank account 
once again. Each colleague 
that will have paid his or her 
contribution will be issued a 
justifying receipt. At the Board 
meetings they will provide us 
with an updated financial 
account. Any and all expenses 
shall only be made with the 
w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e 
chairman. The treasurer and 
his deputy shall advise the 
colleagues, in written form, on 
any outstanding payments, on 
a quarterly basis.

T h e  l e g a l  a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e r t 
counsellor shall supervise the 
legal  deployment  of  the 
activity at the administrative 
s e at  f ro m  S a n  G i o va n n i 
Rotondo and shall support the 
putting into practice of the 
European funded projects.

The Board members shall 
monitor the development of 
the artistic events under 
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I.G.F BOARD 17-19 April 2015 
Between 17 and 19 April 

2015, at Ourense - Spain was 
held the International Congress 
of Folklore and Tourism. The 
event was organized on two 
sections:

- Section tourism in which 
re p re s e ntat i ve s  f ro m  2 0 
c o u n t r i e s  s u p p o r t e d 
communication and tourism 
promotion films from countries 
of origin.

- Section folklore included 
an attract ive program of 
debates and cultural events of 
the World Union of  I .G.F 
folklore

This IGF meeting took place 
in one elegant thermal resort of 
Laias called Caldaria.

 I.G.F Board Meeting

At this meeting organized 
exemplary by our colleague 
Antonio Vinas, I .G.F vice-
President, were present:

Prof. PhD Dorel Cosma - 

President I.G.F.
President Adjunct: Nicolas 

Charlety
Vice-Presidents:
- Antonio Vinas

- Michalis Lanitis
- Benito Ripoli
General Secretary: Rosen 

Bogdanov
General Secretary Adjunct: 

Indra Filipsone
Senator I.G.F - Luigi Pompilio
Members of I.G.F Bureau: 

Pahone Pop, Franco Megna, 
V ladan Tesanovic ,  B i rute 
Akelatiene.

There have been invited: 
F a b r i z i o  C a t a n i ,  A m e e n 
Kassem, Stepan Kovacevic, 
Oleg Fedarovici, Carlos Oliveira, 
Zelida Charlety and Mihai 
Berbunschi.

The meeting was opened by 
President I.G.F Professor Dorel 
Cosma who thanked his hosts 
and especially Antonio Vinas 

Italy (Rome, San Giovanni 
Rotondo ).

The financial costs will be 
supported by the National 
Federation of Portugal, Spain, 
France, Italy and Romania.

At the new office from San 
Giovanni Rotondo will end the 
Caravan with special awards 
and a large I.G.F. Bal involving 
all members. Note that through 
the intervention and support of 
Senator Luigi Pompilio and 
I.G.F. F.I.T.P, at the end of the 
caravan from 28 and 29 June 
2015 they will provide for all 
colleagues who will announce 
their participation until May 5, 
2015 the accommodations - the 
President I.G.F and the General 
Secretary I.G.F. Artists present 

for the excellent organization of 
the event. Then the President 
I.G.F presented the No. 23 of 
the I.G.F. magazine focusing on 
the most important chapters 
and action program in 2015.

The new delegations who 
expressed their desire to join 
the I.G.F: Finland, Peru, and 
Portugal, were welcomed at 
the meeting.

It was remind to everyone to 
pay the contribution taxes for 
2015, given the new actions to 
be achieved.

An important analysis was 
made on the I.G.F caravan: -
2015 - which will take place 
from 20 to 30 June 2015 on the 
r o u t e :  P o r t u g a l  -  S p a i n 
(Ourense) - France (Voiron) - 

Ourense - Spain
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I.G.F BOARD 17-19 April 2015 
in the caravan are: Bulgaria, Spain, Romania, 
Israel, Argentina, France, Cyprus, Lithuania, 
Portugal, Belarus, Serbia, Croatia.

I.G.F. Gala Awards – IGF GOLD STAR (ex. Oscar) 
2015 will be held in Haifa - Israel between 21 and 
23 October 2015. President of the Israel Folklore 
Federation, presented at the I.G.F meeting, 
schedule this event where are awarded annually 
by the I.G.F for 5-7 personalities from the world of 
folklore – worldwide. At the event will be invited 
important Israeli authorities. Prizes will be 
awarded to cultural figures from Israel, France, 
Spain, Belarus, Italy, and Latvia. The CVs of these 
personalities will be dispatched with film 
presentation until May 30, 2015, directly to the 
Federation of Israel, to Mr. President Ameen 
Kassem. In the near future the President of I.G.F. 
will pay a visit to Haifa to determine all matters 
relating to the organization of this important 
event.

I.G.F. General Meeting August 27 to 29, 2015 - 
Nimes - France.

Mr. Nicolas Charlety, president adj., has 
presented the important program of the meeting 
from Nimes. In order to achieve the THE WORLD 
FOLK STARS competition, are proposed folk 
ensembles from Croatia, Italy, Spain, Romania, 
Serbia, and Bulgaria that will comprise a 
maximum of 20 members: these ensembles will 

receive the final title of Emeritus international 
folk ensemble. In addition to these six ensembles 
will participate further 11 folk ensembles from 
France. Particularly important is the General 
Assembly I.G.F which will include the activity 
report of this legislature and the election for the 
following legislature. What is important is the 

compliance of the I.G.F statute 
which provides that submission 
of applications will be made 30 
days before the election. These 
applications must be sent to the 
General Secretary I.G.F Mr. 
Rosen Bogdanov who will 
p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l 
Assembly the candidates. 
Adjunct  President  I .G.F  - 
Nicolas Charlety with Folklore 
Confederation of France will 
host this important event in the 
life of I.G.F.

An important moment of 
the meeting was the handing 
over by Mr. Vice President 
B e n i t o  R i p o l i  o f f i c i a l 
documents of existence and 
activity of the I.G.F. President 
I.G.F. Prof. PhD. Dorel Cosma 
took the  documents  and 
thanked in the plenary to two 
colleagues Nicolas Charlety and 
Benito Ripoli for the work and 
understanding they have 
shown in support ing and 
maintaining I.G.F.

In the I.G.F Board were 
voted unanimously mentioned 
p r o b l e m s .  T h e  G e n e r a l 
Secretary was equipped with 
t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l 
equipment for recording the 
voices. The schedule of visits 
and performances completed 
happily the realization of this 
meeting in Spain. The I.G.F. 
Board through the President 
Prof. PhD. Dorel Cosma thanks 
in particular to the Vice-
President Antonio Vinas for the 
e x c e p t i o n a l  e f f o r t  a n d 
organization of the entire 
program in Spain.

Ourense - Spain
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IGF Folklore Caravan 2015

Some years ago I suggested 
wi th in  the  I .G .F.  Wor ld 
Folklore Union to initiate a 
special event meant to the 
folk music soloists. The idea 
c a m e  t o  m e  f r o m  t h e 
comparison with popular 
music and from the fact that in 
the world there is no such a 
festival. For this idea to be 

better shaped out, I suggested 
an itinerant festival. That is 
how the I.G.F. Folk Caravan 
saw the light of day. From the 
beg inn ing  the  idea  was 
w a r m l y  w e l c o m e d  b y 
Romania, France, Spain and 
Italy. It also was the first big 
tour made by the Caravan, 
displaying the outfits, the 

songs and the performers 
from 10 countries of the 
world. There were many 
friendly bonds tied up and the 
variety of the shows made the 
audience and the press regard 
t h i s  e v e n t  w i t h  m u c h 
a t t e n t i o n ,  r e s p e c t  a n d 
admiration. A real cultural 
courier covered more than 
8000 km in Europe, carrying 
the message of friendship that 
I.G.F. incessantly upholds and 
spreads out. The songs and 
the costumes from France, 
Italy, Spain, Israel, Romania, 
A r g e n t i n a ,  T h e  C z e c h 
Republic, Croatia, Serbia, 
Bulgaria,  Greece,  Egypt, 
Belarus, Portugal, Lithuania, 
Ukraine and Turkey provided 
the thousands of viewers the 
opportunity of admiring and 

appreciating the variety of 
world folklore. Year after year, 
the Caravan enhanced its 
attendance and artistic value. 
Its 2015 edition was a real 
success,  as  the Folklore 
Federations within I.G.F. 
delegated really valuable 
artists, who proved their 
artistic features during the 
two weeks. The newspaper 
reports, the films and the 
pictures are a living proof of 
this success. The effort of the 
hosts from the four centers 
was obviously accordingly.

The first stop – Portugal. As 

I.G.F. vice-chairman, Antonio 
Vinas Mira closely dealt with 
both  the  concerts  f rom 
Portugal and from Spain. The 
inauguration concert from 
Braga and Ponte la Barca 
made all the artists know each 
other and get close. More 
than 4000 viewers attended 
the concerts in the open air, 
enjoying this international 
event. The travel to Spain, the 
attraction points visited in 

of Spanish viewers gave an 
o v a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r t i s t s ' 
performance in the central 
plaza of Ourense. The official 
meetings and the awards 
granted to all the festival 
performers constitute a sign 
of respect and appreciation of 
the I.G.F. Caravan.

France, by the work and 
effort of Zélida and Nicolas 
Charléty – I.G.F.'s deputy 
chairman – provided excellent 
conditions to the Caravan 
members, which made the 
artists meet the expectations. 
The applauses of the French 

Portugal and then in Ourense 
contributed to the complexity 
of the Caravan. The thousands 

Romania, France, Spain and Italy
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viewers, charmed by the 
co lors  and  the  rhythms 
brought on the stage from 
downtown Voiron, resounded 
as well.

The end of the 2015 I.G.F. 
Caravan took place at the 
official seat from San Giovanni 
Rotondo. The mayor Luigi 
Pompilio – an I.G.F. senator – 
and Benito Ripoli – I.G.F.'s 
v ice-chairman – worked 
together tremendously well 
and put on a real celebration 

in Padre Pio's town. I.G.F.'s 
seat was covered in a gala 
outfit and in the end the 
v iewers  and  the  ar t i st s 
assisted to the prize awarding 
of those who had covered 
10000 km under the I.G.F. flag. 
Apart  f rom the Caravan 
a r t i s t s ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a d 
struggled to carry out the 
activity under best conditions 
in this late June 2015 were not 
forgotten. Mister Adrian 

Puşcaş (the Caravan leader), 
Mister Ionele Gheorghe (the 
deputy leader) and the two 
drivers, Valentin Pop and Nuţu 
Sângeorzan, were thanked 
and g iven awards,  even 
though the very end played an 
unexpected trick on them, 
which led to the extension of 
the stay in Italy by a few days.

            At the I.G.F.'s seat, 
all the Caravan artists were 
invited and attended an 

official reception with the 
local and national Italian 
authorities and a few I.G.F. 
members arrived at this 
event. The photographic art 
exhibition put on and kept 
alive by the Romanian artist 
Lucian Dobârtă was utterly 
interesting and welcomed 
very well. In fact, the Bistriţa 
a r t i s t ' s  e x h i b i t i o n  h a d 
accompanied the Caravan in 
a l l  t h e  f o u r  c o u n t r i e s , 
providing the audience with 

Romania, France, Spain and Italy
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the opportunity of seeing a 
certain manner of working in 
the Romanian photographic 
art. Appraised and admired, 
the exhibition added to the 
artistic life of the Caravan.

The 2015 edition of the 
Caravan proved once more 
the strength and the value of 
our world organization. To 
cover 10,000 km with this 
s p l e n d i d  m e s s a g e  o f 
friendship and harmony in the 
world is a unique event of this 

kind at the world level. The 
success proves our excellent 
collaboration within I.G.F., the 
team and fellowship spirit that 
drives us initiate and deploy 
activities of such amplitude. 
I.G.F.'s now having its own 
seat in San Giovanni Rotondo, 
which becomes more and 
more defined by exhibitions 
and shows, makes me believe 
that the future international 
meetings will  be equally 
ample. I already plan an I.G.F. 
television, a folk Eurovision or a special event dedicated to 

the world folk song. Given that 
everybody knows about San 
Remo, why shouldn't they also 
know about San Giovanni 
Rotondo as a fatherland of 
s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  w o r l d 
folklore?

I  m o s t  c a r e f u l l y  a n d 
thoroughly  p lan a  more 
specific closeness of all the 
peoples in the world by 
traditional music and dancing. 
In this respect we are having 

discussions in order to try, for 
the next year, an ample world 
folk meeting entitled 'From 
Meteora to Padre Pio'. We 
hope that we will succeed in 
this audacious idea and that 
we will be able to provide all 
the people who love beauty, 
peace and friendship with the 
special caravan ticket in due 
time.

 Prof. PhD Dorel Cosma
I.G.F. President

Romania, France, Spain and Italy
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IGF General Meeting Nice – France 2015 
Between 28 and 30 August 

2015 at Nimes in France took 
place one IGF General Meeting. 
The meeting started with a 
meeting of the Executive IGF 
Board who analyzed the activity 
I.G.F. lately and some discussion 
about changes in our status.

The board approved the 
work done by the IGF and 
prepared the documents to be 
presented to the General 
Assembly.

The main changes were 
related to:

- Parliamentary term 
from 3 year to 4 years

- changing the name of 
the organization to 
World Folklore Union 
IGF

- Granting honorary 
titles of Senator IGF 

- General Secretary – 1
- Secretary General adj 

– 1
- Treasurer – 1
- Treasurer adj – 1
- Law expert adviser – 1
- Council members – 6
The board has validated 

and proposed to General 

and Ambassador I.G.F.
- Finalization of the 

annual event - I.G.F. 
Gold Star.

- Composition of the 
Board consisting in:

- President – 1
- President adj – 2
- Vice presidents – 3

Assembly the two official 
headquarters IGF:

- historic and social 
off ice  at  Voiron – 
France

- administrative office 
a t  S a n  G i o v a n n i 
Rotondo – Italy

The two offices will be 
landscaped and financial 
supported for activities by the 
folklore federations of France 
and Italy.  Unti l  the f irst 
meeting of the new Board will 
be finalized also the law issues 
of headquarters in Italy. This 

will be a task of the new 
board. 

The Board has approved 
fo r  t h e  fo r m a t i o n  o f  a 
president advisors group who 
will take care of IGF image, 
communication and links to all 
federations.
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IGF General Meeting 

All the problems were 
rated and prepared to be 
presented in the general 
meeting.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In the afternoon of August 
2 9 ,  b e g a n  t h e  G e n e r a l 
Meeting which was attended 
by over 400 participants. The 
works were opened by the 
French side with the speech of 
IGF President Adj. – Mr. 
Nicholas Charlety who made 
an excellent introduction on 
the importance and role of 
popular culture in the current 
context. Local authorities' 
thanks to IGF for organizing 
this meeting in Nimes and the 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  N i m e s 
metropolitan area – Mr. Ivan 

submitted in the meeting the 
application to the president 
mandate 2015 – 2019 of Mr. 
Dorel Cosma. The General 
Assembly voted unanimously 
t o  M r.  D o r e l  C o s m a  a s 
p r e s i d e n t  f o r  t h e  n e w 
legislature.

The new president thanked 
to  a l l  for  the  t rust  and 
submitted for voting to the 
General Assembly, the new 
board for the new term.

I.G.F. General Assembly 
voted following members for 
the new Board the legislative 
period 2015 – 2019: 

President  – prof. PhD. 
Dorel Cosma – Romania;

 President Adj. (1) – Nicolas 
Charlety – France; 

President Adj. (2) – Benito 
Ripoli – Italy; 

Lachod - has awarded medals 
to Mr. Dorel Cosma, Mr. 
Nicholas Charlety and to Mr. 
Luigi Pompilio.

After we proceed to the 
work report of President Dorel 
Cosma, between 2011 and 
2015. It noted the increasing 
i m p o r t a n c e  I . G . F.  a n d 
obtaining all legal documents 
of operation.

The report of this period 
was for the first time in the 
history of IGF offered to all 
participants in printed copy in 
five languages, so that all 
participants could read the 
president report.

The IGF General Assembly 
voted for the activity report 
and all the changes proposed.

The IGF General Secretary 
–  M r.  R o s e n  B o g d a n o v 

Vice president – Antonio 
Vinas – Spain; 

Vice presidents – Ameen 
Kasem – Israel; 

Vice president – Vladan 
Tesanovic – Serbia;

General Secretary – Rosen 
Bogdanov – Bulgaria; 

General Secretary adj. – 
Zelida Charlety – France;

T r e a s u r e r  –  R e n e 
Sourisoau – France; 

Treasurer adj. – Pahone 
Pop – Romania; 

Law expert  adviser  – 
Franco Megna – Italy;

Member in the board 
council: 

Indra Filipsone – Latvia,
Iulia Buldikina – Russia,
M e n i  P a p a n i c o l a u  – 

Greece, 
Zenon Kolybych – Ukraine,
Michael Lanitis – Cyprus,
Johanes Schmid Kunz – 

Switzerland; 

I G F  s e n a t o r  –  L u i g i 
Pompilio – Italy; 

Scientific council:
President – Luigi Scalas – 

Italy, 
Vice president – Oleg 

Fedorovici – Belarus,
 Member – Giorgos  Cutsak 

– Greece; 
Artistic council: 
P r e s i d e n t  –  B i r u t e 

Akelatiene – Lithuania,
Vice president – Antonela 

Palumbo – Italy,
Member – Bulent Uzun – 

Turkey; 
President advisors (image, 

photos, video, mass-media, 
translations, secretary, all 
federations links) Counselors: 
Mihai Berbunschi ( English, 
Italian), Doris Gîţa (German, 
Spanish), Marioara Sigheartău 
(Secretary), Adrian Puşcaş 
(English).

The new president Mr. 
Dorel Cosma thanked all 
colleagues for the vote and set 
out a work plan for the new 
legislature.

A f t e r  v o t i n g  a l l  t h e 
participants of the General 
Assembly were invited by the 
new president at a Romanian 
traditional cocktail.

Along with the IGF general 
meeting was organized also 
the World Folklore Stars with 
the participation of folklore 
e n s e m b l e s  f r o m  I t a l y, 
Romania Bulgaria and France. 
All the groups were awarded 
both from the hosts and from 
Special congratulations to our 
President Adj. – Mr. Nicolas 
Charlety and to the French 
N a t i o n a l  F o l k l o r e 
Confederat ion  for  the i r 
important effort, support and 
f r iendsh ip  shown to  a l l 
participants.

Nice – France 2015 
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President advisors :
Councillor

Marioara Sigheartau
(Secretary )

President advisors :
Councillor

Adrian Puscas
(English)

President advisors :
Councillor

Mihai Berbunschi 
(English, Italian )

President advisors :
Councillor
Doris Gîta

(German, Spanish )

Artistic council :  
President

 Birute Akelatiene - Lithuania

Artistic council :  
Vice president

 Antonela Palumbo - Italy

Artistic council :  
Member

Bulent Uzun - Turkey

Scientific council :  
President

 Luigi Scalas - Italy

Scientific council :Scientific council :  Scientific council :  
Vice president

 Oleg Fedorovici - Belarus

Scientific council :  
Member

 Giorgos  Cutsak - Greece

SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL

ARTISTIC COUNCIL

PRESIDENT COUNCILORS

B e t w e e n  2 1  a n d  2 3 
October 2015 happend an 
extraordinary international 
folklore event - I.G.F. GOLD 
STAR AWARDS, organized by 
the World Union of Folklore 
I GF  wi t h  t h e  imp o rta nt 
support of Israel Folklore 
Federation ”Albadia”.

For the first time since the 
establishment of I.G.F. in 
1949, the awards ceremony 
"IGF Gold Star" will take place 
in Haifa - Israel.

The theater hall from Haifa 
hosted the award ceremony 
for I.G.F. Gold Star prizes in the 
presence of a very large 
crowd, together with some 
Israeli authorities from the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n , 
Tourism or Extern and also in 

 
the presence of 14 I.G.F. 
d e l e g a t i o n s  f r o m  1 4 
countries.

The six nominees "I.G.F. 
Gold Star" were: Tobia Rinaldo 
- Italy, Gerardo Bonifati - Italy, 
Mrs. Sylvia Chassard – France, 
Momi Almog - Israel, Ernests 
S p i c s  -  L at v i a  a n d  Po p i 
Panopoulou - Greece.

Nominations were made 
by the folklore federation 
from each country and were 
approved by the IGF Board 
Council.

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s 
attended by most of all IGF 
members but also authorities 
from Israel.

We had the pleasure to 
listen to the speech of:

- Mr. Yona Yahav, Mayor 

I.G.F. GOLD STAR AWARDS - 2015
HAIFA - ISRAEL
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HAIFA - ISRAEL

of Haifa Municipality
- Mr. Raphael Gamzou, 

D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r 
General for Culture 

and Scientific Affairs - 
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s 
Ministry

- P r o f .  P h D .  D o r e l 
Cosma, President of 
The World Folklore 
Union I.G.F

- M r.  J a l a l  S a f a d y, 
D i r e c t o r  o f 
Community and Youth 
Department

- Mr. Zeidan Ka'biya, 
Head of the Bedouin 

Department
- Mr. Ameen Kassem, 

Vice President of The 
World Folklore Union 
I.G.F

"I.G.F.  Gold Star" is  a 
un ique  award ,  which  i s 
granted at worldwide level 
and offered to only important 
cultural figures.

The trophy "I.G.F. Gold 
Star” is awarded annually and 
r e p l a c e s  fo r m e r  a w a r d 
"Oscar" in folklore.

Local Councils Forum
- Dr. Mohamed Heib, 

D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Bedouin Education 

I.G.F. GOLD STAR AWARDS - 2015
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Gerardo Bonifa�
Italy

Sylvia Chassard
France

WINNERSWINNERSWINNERS
I.G.F. GOLD STAR AWARDS - 2015

HAIFA - ISRAEL
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Ernests Spics
Latvia

Momi Almog
Israel

WINNERSWINNERSWINNERS

Tobia Rinaldo
Italy

Popi Panopoulou
Greece
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CEREMONY HAIFA - ISRAEL
I.G.F. GOLD STAR AWARDS - 2015
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CEREMONY

Israel

Akko

HAIFA - ISRAELI.G.F. GOLD STAR AWARDS - 2015
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HAIFA - ISRAEL

Akko

NAZareth
HAIFA - ISRAEL

Bahay

NAZa
reth
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I am tremendously honored 
to speak to you from this 
tribune of world folklore. 
Today we are witnessing a 
h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  f o r 
wor ldwide  fo lk lore .  The 
General Assembly has decided 
t h e  co o rd i n at i o n  o f  t h e 
cultural-folk life for the next 
four years. Today we have 
witnessed the consecration of 
the I .G.F.  World Folklore 
Union. 65 years elapsed from 
the creation of I.G.F. by the two 
great Folklore Federations: 
from France and Italy. Little by 
l i t t l e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

think that we should not go 
round or hide behind the crisis. 
What we do by our music and 
dancing may precisely mean 
an extraction from the empire 
o f  m o n ey.  G o o d  h u m o r, 
friendship, hope are elements 
that each and every federation 
furthers one way or another. 
That is why I think that the new 
management team has got an 
important part in the years to 
come. That is the reason why I 
w i s h  t h at  t h e  p o s i t i o n s 
obtained today should not 
remain only some names put 
down on a sheet of paper. It is 

federations increased. We are 
now glad to have more than 50 
federations all over the world. 
Not all of them fully deploy 
activities, it's true. That is why 
it is up to us to mobilize them 
and to make them aware that 
being part of the large I.G.F. 
family is a real pride. No one 
may be kept by force, but once 
accepted within I.G.F. they 
ought to comply with our 
Charter and activities. Each 
country has its own problems 
a n d  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e 
f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  a l m o s t 
everywhere. Nonetheless I 

President speech and future project - Nimes 2015 
EDITORIAL

4 /2016
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JANUARY

Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
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4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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