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I am tremendously honored 
to speak to you from this 
tribune of world folklore. 
Today we are witnessing a 
h i s t o r i c a l  m o m e n t  f o r 
wor ldwide  fo lk lore .  The 
General Assembly has decided 
t h e  co o rd i n at i o n  o f  t h e 
cultural-folk life for the next 
four years. Today we have 
witnessed the consecration of 
the I .G.F.  World Folklore 
Union. 65 years elapsed from 
the creation of I.G.F. by the two 
great Folklore Federations: 
from France and Italy. Little by 
l i t t l e ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f 

think that we should not go 
round or hide behind the crisis. 
What we do by our music and 
dancing may precisely mean 
an extraction from the empire 
o f  m o n ey.  G o o d  h u m o r, 
friendship, hope are elements 
that each and every federation 
furthers one way or another. 
That is why I think that the new 
management team has got an 
important part in the years to 
come. That is the reason why I 
w i s h  t h at  t h e  p o s i t i o n s 
obtained today should not 
remain only some names put 
down on a sheet of paper. It is 

federations increased. We are 
now glad to have more than 50 
federations all over the world. 
Not all of them fully deploy 
activities, it's true. That is why 
it is up to us to mobilize them 
and to make them aware that 
being part of the large I.G.F. 
family is a real pride. No one 
may be kept by force, but once 
accepted within I.G.F. they 
ought to comply with our 
Charter and activities. Each 
country has its own problems 
a n d  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e 
f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  a l m o s t 
everywhere. Nonetheless I 
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